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Tour Summary 
 

Our wonderful adventure through incredible Gabon started off with the drive from the capital, 

Libreville to Lope National Park. Shortly before departure we picked up Green-backed Woodpecker, 

Reichenbach’s and Carmelite Sunbirds in the garden of our hotel whilst enjoying breakfast on the 

Atlantic coast with a view of the Gulf of Guinea. The long, scenic drive to Lope produced some good 

birds including a female African Finfoot (the first of many), magnificent Great Blue Turaco, Blue-

headed Coucal, speedy Mottled Spinetail, a pair of Black-and-white Shrike-flycatcher at their nest, 

flocks of Square-tailed Sawwing, Splendid Starling, a very obliging Black-bellied Seedcracker and at 

our lunch stop on the Ogooue River both Rock and the highly sought after Gray Pratincole. 

We enjoyed a memorable two full days in Lope National Park. In 

open areas around our comfortable hotel we were treated to 

wonderful sightings of Ayres’ Hawk-Eagle, noisy White-headed 

and Senegal Lapwing, Swamp Nightjar, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, 

Mackinnon’s Shrike, Whistling and Pectoral-patch Cisticola, vocal 

Yellow-throated Greenbul, Yellow-billed Oxpecker riding on the 

backs of Forest Buffalo, Gray Tit-Flycatcher, striking Green-

headed and Green-throated Sunbird, Orange and Compact Weaver, 

confiding Red-billed Quailfinch, Long-legged Pipit and a pair of the rare Black-faced Canary. The 

gallery forest, secondary growth and wonderful primary forest produced a superb selection of forest 

species including scope views of Red-thighed Sparrowhawk, magnificent Guinea Turaco, a splendid 

male Klaas’s Cuckoo, Sabine’s and Cassin’s Spinetail, rare Bates’ Swift, Chocolate-backed and Gray-

headed Kingfishers, Red-billed Dwarf, White-crested and dozens of giant Black-casqued Hornbill, 

Naked-faced Barbets, Willcocks’ Honeyguide, Gabon Woodpecker, White-spotted Wattle-eye, Red-

eyed Puffback, skulking Luehder’s Bushshrike, the stunning Blue Cuckooshrike, Black-winged Oriole, 

the striking rufogularis race of Buff-throated Apalis, Green-backed, Yellow-browed and Olive-green 

Cameroptera, Honeyguide and Simple Greenbul, Dusky-blue Flycatcher, Johanna’s Sunbird, Yellow-

mantled Weaver and Black-throated and Crested Malimbe. Some of the group also went Mandrill 

tracking and although an arduous walk they did manage to see this magnificent primate. 

 

Leaving Lope on the night train took us to the incredible Ivindo National Park, one of the richest forests 

in Central Africa where we enjoyed a full three days. We were treated to a remarkable number of rare 

and highly sought after species including; stunning views of Black Guineafowl on three occasions, 

Forest and Scaly Francolin, Hartlaub’s Duck, juvenile Long-tailed Hawk, a thrilling encounter with the 

rare Gray-throated Rail ! – we stood quietly near a secluded forest stream and waited patiently, after 

only a few minutes we had an almost immediate response to tape playback and suddenly from the 

depths of the undergrowth a pair of this incredibly secretive and rarely seen bird moved into view, what 

a delight for me to see the beaming smiles on the faces of the group as we all enjoyed outstanding views 

of this MEGA rallid. Further highlights included scope views of the seldom seen Black-collared 

Lovebird, Yellow-billed Turaco, a splendid male Yellow-throated Cuckoo, Black Spinetail, Narina 

Trogon, dazzling Black Bee-eater, Black Dwarf and White-thighed Hornbill, Bristle-nosed, Hairy-

breasted and Yellow-billed Barbet, Brown-eared and Golden-crowned Woodpecker, displaying male 

Rufous-sided Broadbill, spectacular Yellow-bellied Wattle-eye, Rufous-bellied Helmetshrike, Large-

billed Puffback, Shining Drongo, Blue-headed and Dusky Crested-Flycatcher, Bates’ Paradise-

Flycatcher, Chattering Cisticola, Banded Prinia, Golden, Xavier’s, Eastern 

Bearded and White-bearded Greenbul, Lesser Bristlebill, Chestnut-capped 

Flycatcher, localized Ja River Scrub-Warbler, Pale-breasted Illadopsis, 

Red-tailed Ant-Thrush, Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush, Brown-chested and 

Fire-crested Alethe, Forest Robin, Yellow-footed and White-browed 

Forest-Flycatcher, Scarlet-tufted and Tiny Sunbird, Maxwell’s Black and 
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rare Yellow-capped Weaver, Rachel’s, Gray’s and Red-headed Malimbe, Woodhouse’s Antpecker, 

Pale-fronted Nigrita and secretive Western Bluebill. The mammals almost outshone the birds and we 

enjoyed a magnificent encounter with the very rare Golden Cat - I noticed it lying on the road but 

before we could stop the vehicle it had disappeared into the forest so we reversed a little and waited 

patiently and amazingly after five minutes it reappeared and slowly slunk across the road enabling 

outstanding views for everyone, also four hours with two male (Silverback) Western Lowland Gorillas, 

African Civet, Crowned Guenon, Chimpanzee, Sitatunga, Yellow-backed Duiker and herds of Forest 

Elephant. 

 

It was very hard to leave this magical place and so with reluctance we took our 

final train journey to the Southeastern savanna of the Lekoni area.  

After a great deal of time in the humid tropical forests it was a pleasure to be 

in open country again and birding the network of grasslands, woodland and 

gallery forest produced an array of species many of which are difficult to see 

elsewhere. Some of the highlights included scope views of Finsch’s Francolin, 

Red-necked Francolin, hunting African Hobby, Black-chested Snake-Eagle, 

White-bellied Bustard, Temminck’s Courser, Afep Pigeon, elusive Olive 

Long-tailed and African Cuckoo, spectacular Pennant-winged Nightjar, Horus 

Swift, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, shy Black-headed, stunning Rosy and 

White-fronted Bee-eater, Black Scimitarbill, Red-rumped Tinkerbird, Yellow-

spotted Barbet, handsome Black-backed and Double-toothed Barbet, Red-

throated Wryneck, displaying African Broadbill, Angola Batis, stunning Fiery-breasted, Gray-green and 

Four-colored Bushshrike, Petit’s Cuckooshrike, White-winged Black Tit, Red-throated Cliff-Swallow, 

Rufous-naped Lark (this form often split off as Malbrant’s Lark), Gray and Cloud-scraping Cisticola, 

the very unusual and much sought-after Black-collared Bulbul, Yellow-throated Nicator, Violet-backed 

Hyliota, Salvadori’s, Green-cap and Rufous-crowned Eremomela, Congo Moor Chat, localized Black-

chinned Weaver, Woodland and Short-tailed Pipit and  Cabanis’ Bunting. 

 

Several flights took us to our final destination in Gabon, Loango National Park. 

This enchanting park with its great diversity of habitats including primary 

rainforest, grasslands with gallery forest, lakes, estuaries and mangroves and 

quiet backwater channels produced some fantastic birds, mammals and reptiles. 

Our highlights included a pair of African Pygmy-goose, Wooly-necked Stork, 

White-crested Bittern (six on one boat trip), Pink-backed Pelican, a magnificent 

Congo Serpent-Eagle, Red-necked Buzzard, Black-bellied Bustard, African 

Finfoot (a phenomenal twenty-nine on one boat trip), Forbes’s Plover, Damara 

Tern, a flock of 255 African Skimmers, Blue-headed Wood-Dove, Gray Parrot, 

Black Coucal, Pel’s and rare Vermiculated Fishing-Owl – 

a comical highlight happened after dinner, late one evening when I heard an 

unusual owl calling nearby and on investigating found it to be this stunning 

species, I beckoned everyone, by now some folk were showering while others were in bed, you can 

imagine the chaos that ensued as everyone rushed to get their binoculars and cameras, fortunately the 

bird stayed for some time allowing us to enjoy fantastic views and even get some photo’s. Other 

sightings included Bates’ and Square-tailed Nightjar, superb Bare-cheeked Trogon, Blue-breasted, 

elusive White-bellied and Shining-blue Kingfisher, several encounters with Black-headed and Rosy 

Bee-eaters, the mega African River Martin, White-throated Blue Swallow, Leaf-love, Fan-tailed 

Grassbird, Purple-headed Starling, Cassin’s Flycatcher, beautiful Violet-tailed Sunbird and Loango 

Weaver. Mammals included brief views of a Leopard, Western 

Needle-clawed Galago, Red-capped Mangabey, Moustached Monkey, 

Red River Hog, Forest Buffalo and Forest Elephant. We also enjoyed 

wonderful views of the scarce Slender-snouted Crocodile. 
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Leaving the mainland we traveled to the Gulf of Guinea islands of Sao Tome and Principe. We first 

visited the remote, forested southern part of Sao Tome that produced all the islands endemics including 

superb scope views of Dwarf Olive Ibis, the very rare Sao Tome Grosbeak and beautiful Newton’s 

Fiscal. Moving on to Principe we picked up all its endemics in quick time and a boat trip to the 

Tinhosas islands produced clouds of both Brown and Black Noddies, Brown Boobies, Sooty Terns and 

splendid White-tailed Tropicbirds. It was a wonderful way to end off such a remarkable tour and 

somewhat sadly we returned to Libreville for our flights home. 

 
Photos: Black-chinned Quailfinch and Black-headed Bee-eater by David Hoddinott, Golden Cat by Christopher 

Orbell,  

Congo Serpent Eagle by Paul Ellis, Sao Tome Ibis by Michael Davison 

 

Annotated List of Bird Species recorded in Gabon 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows J. F. Clements Birds of the World: A Checklist 6

th
 Edition (2007) 

Cornell University Press, with current updates. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Pink-backed Pelican     Pelecanus rufescens 

Up to ten seen daily in Loango NP. 

 

Anhinga & Darter  Anhingidae 
(African) Darter     Anhinga melanogaster (rufa) 

Up to seventy were seen daily in Loango NP. 
NOTE: The resident African form P. rufa is sometimes lumped with the Asian P. melanogaster and the enlarged species called 

Darter. Clements uses the latter treatment of lumping these forms. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 

Gray Heron      Ardea cinerea 

A well-known, widespread heron, however only one was seen at the estuary near Iguela in Loango NP. 

Goliath Heron      Ardea goliath 

The largest species in the world, a most impressive bird. Several were seen daily in Loango NP. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

A nesting colony of up to one hundred and fifty was seen nesting on a river island in Loango NP. 
NOTE: The Cape Verde Islands A. p. bournei is sometimes split off as Cape Verde Purple Heron or Bourne’s Heron. 

Great (White) Egret     Ardea alba 

Up to eighteen were seen daily in Loango NP. 
NOTE: The nominate Old World Great Egret may be split from the New World A. a. egretta which would become American 

Egret. This split is as yet not recognized by Clements. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

Up to five were seen daily in Loango NP. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Small numbers were seen in Loango NP. 
NOTE: Clements lumps Little, Western Reef E. gularis and Madagascar’s Dimorphic Egret E. dimorpha into a single species. 

This treatment is not widely accepted. 

Western Reef Heron     Egretta gularis 

One was seen in Loango NP. 

(Common) Squacco Heron    Ardeola ralloides 

Up to six seen daily in Loango NP. 

Cattle Egret      Bubulcus ibis 
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Small numbers were seen around the capital, Libreville. 
NOTE: This group may be split into 2 species, the nominate Common Cattle Egret and the Asian/Australasian Eastern Cattle 

Egret E. coromanda.  This split is as yet not recognized by Clements. 

Striated (Green-backed) Heron   Butorides striatus 

Our first sighting was of one at a roadside wetland en route from Libreville to Lope NP with further 

sightings of up to fifteen daily in Loango NP. 
NOTE: This species group is treated by Clements as 3 species, the nominate Striated Heron, B. virescens Little Green Heron of 

North America and B. sundevalli Lava Heron of the Galapagos. Other authorities lump all three forms into a single species, 

called Green-backed Heron (as per Handbook of Birds of the World.) 

White-crested Bittern     Tigriornis leucolophus 

This spectacular and highly elusive bird was seen an amazing six times on one boat trip in Loango NP. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

This unique species was seen in small numbers in Lope and Ivindo NP’s with peak numbers of up to 

sixteen in Loango NP. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

Up to thirteen were seen daily in Loango NP, several in full breeding plumage. 

Woolly-necked Stork     Ciconia episcopus 

Up to ten were seen daily in Loango NP. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

A pair was seen in Lope NP with peak numbers of fifty-three in a day in Loango NP. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

Two were seen at the estuary near Iguela in Loango NP. 

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling-Duck    Dendrocygna viduata 

Up to twenty-six were seen in Loango NP. 

Hartlaub’s Duck     Pteronetta hartlaubii 

Small numbers were seen daily in Ivindo NP with several more seen in Loango NP. 

African Pygmy-goose Nettapus auritus 

We had wonderful views of a pair of these stunning birds in Loango NP. 

 

Osprey  Pandionidae 
Osprey       Pandion haliaetus 

One was seen in the estuary near Iguela in Loango NP. 

 

Hawks, Kites, Eagles & Vultures  Accipitridae 

Black [Yellow-billed] Kite    Milvus migrans 

Only two were seen flying over the grasslands near Lekoni. 
NOTE: Many authorities treat the resident African subspecies of this raptor, which we observed as a separate species, Yellow-

billed Kite M. parasitus. Clements does not as yet accept this split. 

African Fish-Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Up to ten were seen daily in Loango NP. 

Palm-nut Vulture     Gypohierax angolensis 
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One of the commonest raptors in Gabon with virtually daily sightings, including peak numbers of 

twenty-five in Loango NP. 

Black-chested Snake-Eagle    Circaetus pectoralis 

One was seen flying over the grasslands near Lekoni. 

Congo Serpent-Eagle     Dryotriorchis spectabilis 

After only hearing this species in Loango NP we were finally rewarded with fantastic views of one near 

Omboue. A rare and highly sought after species. 

African Harrier-Hawk (Gymnogene)   Polyboroides typus 

Another very common species in Gabon, this distinctive raptor was recorded regularly throughout the 

trip. 

Lizard Buzzard     Kaupifalco monogrammicus 

One was heard calling in Loango NP. 

Red-thighed Sparrowhawk    Accipiter erythropus 

One of these tiny raptors was seen in Lope NP, where we enjoyed superb scope views. 

Black Goshawk     Accipiter melanoleucus 

One was seen at the Lope Hotel. 

Long-tailed Hawk     Urotriorchis macrourus 

We had great views of a juvenile in Ivindo NP with a further brief sighting of one in Loango NP. 

Red-necked Buzzard     Buteo auguralis 

This handsome buzzard was first seen at Lekoni with a further sighting of one in Loango NP. 

Ayres’ Hawk-Eagle     Aquila ayresii 

We had magnificent views of an adult flying low over Lope Hotel and a further one seen en route to the 

Franceville airport. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
African Hobby      Falco cuvierii 

One was seen on consecutive days at Lekoni. 

 

Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 

Coqui Francolin     Francolinus coqui 

We heard several calling in the grasslands at Lekoni. 

Forest Francolin     Francolinus lathami 

We had great views of this stunning and very secretive species in Ivindo NP. 

Finsch’s Francolin     Francolinus finschi 

This rare species was seen exceptionally well at Lekoni where we scoped a covey of four. 

Scaly Francolin Francolinus squamatus 

Up to three were seen in Ivindo NP. 

Red-necked Francolin     Francolinus afer 

Three were seen in secondary growth at Lekoni. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Black Guineafowl     Agelastes niger 

A flock of five and a pair were seen on two consecutive days in Ivindo NP, special sightings for 

everyone. 

 

Buttonquail  Turnicidae 

Small Buttonquail     Turnix sylvaticus 

We were fortunate to find one at Lekoni. 
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Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 

 

White-spotted Flufftail    Sarothrura pulchra 

This secretive, forest rallid’s hooting call was heard in several forests. 

Red-chested Flufftail     Sarothrura rufa 

This marsh dwelling rallid was heard daily in Ivindo NP. 
Gray-throated Rail     Canirallus oculeus 

A pair of these rare and seldom seen birds was seen at length in Ivindo NP. As far as I am aware this is 

the first time a birding tour has seen this species. 

Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

Up to eight were seen daily in Ivindo NP. 

 

Finfoots  Heliornithidae 

African Finfoot     Podica senegalensis 

Our first sighting was of a female en route from Libreville to Lope NP. A phenomenal twenty-nine 

were seen on one boat trip in Loango NP. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 

White-bellied Bustard     Eupodotis senegalensis 

A total of six of these striking birds were seen at Lekoni. 
Black-bellied Bustard     Lissotis melanogaster 

A single male was found during a drive in Loango NP. 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 

African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 

A widespread and characteristic wader, conspicuous in wetlands. We saw our first ones at a roadside 

lake en route from Libreville to Lope NP. Peak numbers of one hundred and ten were seen in Loango 

NP. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Water Thick-knee     Burhinus vermiculatus 

A flock of four was seen during a game drive in Loango NP. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 

Temminck’s Courser     Cursorius temminckii 

Two of these nomadic birds were seen in the burnt grasslands at Lekoni. 

Rock Pratincole     Glareola nuchalis 

A total of eleven were seen on the Ogooue River en route from Libreville to Lope NP. 

Gray Pratincole     Glareola cinerea 

Three of these beautiful pratincoles were scoped on sandbars on the Ogooue River. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 

White-headed Lapwing (Plover)   Vanellus albiceps 

Up to six were seen daily near the Lope Hotel. 

Senegal Lapwing     Vanellus lugubris 

Small numbers were seen in Lope NP. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

A pair was seen during a game drive in Loango NP. 

Forbes’ Plover      Charadrius forbesi 



RBT Gabon Trip Report July 2007                                                                                8         

 

A total of eight were seen at a temporary pan in Loango NP. 

White-fronted Plover     Charadrius marginatus 

One was seen at the Ogooue River and four at the estuary near Iguela in Loango NP. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Up to six seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

One was seen in Ivindo NP. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Small numbers seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Sanderling      Calidris alba 

A flock of nine was seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

 

Terns  Sternidae 
Caspian Tern      Sterna caspia 

A total of ten were seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Sandwich Tern     Sterna sandvicensis 

Only heard at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Royal Tern      Sterna maxima 

A flock of sixty was seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Common Tern      Sterna hirundo 

A total of one hundred and fifteen were seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Arctic Tern      Sterna paradisaea 

Two were seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Little Tern      Sterna albifrons 

Three were seen in the large tern roost at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Damara Tern      Sterna balaenarum 

Up to four hundred were seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Bridled Tern      Sterna anaethetus 

Two juveniles were seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

Black Tern      Chlidonias niger 

A total of twenty were seen at the estuary near Iguela, Loango NP. 

 

Skimmers  Rynchopidae 

African Skimmer     Rynchops flavirostris 

Our first sighting was of a pair at the Ogooue River. We later encountered 255 birds at the estuary near 

Iguela, Loango NP. 

 

Doves & Pigeons Collumbidae 

Rock Pigeon       Columba livia 

Seen in large towns during the tour. 

Afep Pigeon      Columba unicincta 

We saw three flying over the road en route to Lope NP and a further three en route from Lekoni to 

Franceville. 

Red-eyed Dove      Streptopelia semitorquata 

A fairly common widespread species, especially notable in more wooded areas and around towns. 

Blue-spotted Wood-Dove    Turtur afer 

Not uncommon in secondary growth throughout. 

Tambourine Dove     Turtur tympanistria 
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A forest equivalent of the wood-doves, seen in small numbers. 

Blue-headed Wood-Dove    Turtur brehmeri 

A deep forest species restricted to West Africa. Two were seen in Loango NP. 

African Green-Pigeon     Treron calva 

Common, good numbers noted throughout. 

 

Parrots, Macaws & Allies  Psittacidae 

Red-headed Lovebird     Agapornis pullarius 

One of these endearing birds was seen in forest near Franceville. 

Black-collared Lovebird    Agapornis swindernianus 

We enjoyed wonderful scope views of this rare species, a flock of fifteen on two consecutive mornings 

in Ivindo NP. 

(African) Gray Parrot     Psittacus erithacus 

So much better to see them in the wild than as the usual cage bird! Small groups were seen at several 

forested sights including good numbers in Loango NP. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 

Great Blue Turaco     Corythaeola cristata 

Arguably one of Africa’s most spectacular birds, this huge frugivore was first seen en route from 

Libreville to Lope NP. We then managed to get excellent views of several more in Ivindo NP. 

Guinea (Green) Turaco    Tauraco persa 

A total of three were seen in Lope NP. 
Note: This species used to be lumped under the Green Turaco (T. persa), now split into four full species the others being 

Knysna Turaco T. corythaix, Livingstone’s Turaco (T. livingstonii) and Schalow’s Turaco (T. schalowi). 

Yellow-billed (Verreaux’s) Turaco   Tauraco macrorhynchus 

A commonly heard turaco of the interior forests, our first sighting was of one en route from Libreville 

to Lope NP. Later we enjoyed wonderful scope views of one in Ivindo NP. This subspecies has a 

wonderful red-tipped crest. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

Black Cuckoo      Cuculus clamosus 

We managed to see a single bird of the gabonensis race during a boat trip in Loango NP. 

African Cuckoo     Cuculus gularis 

We had good views of one at Lekoni. 

Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo    Cercococcyx olivinus 

We enjoyed good views of one at Lekoni. 

Yellow-throated Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx flavigularis 

One stunning male was seen in Ivindo NP. 

Klaas' Cuckoo      Chrysococcyx klaas 

This brood parasite, favoring the cup nests of woodland birds, was heard at several locations and seen 

well in Lope NP. 

African Emerald Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Generally shyer and less common than its congeners, we heard one en route from Libreville to Lope 

NP. 

Dideric Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx caprius 

Small numbers were seen in the Lekoni area. 

Yellowbill (Green Coucal/Malkoha)   Ceuthmochares aereus 

This peculiar, malkoha-like cuckoo was seen at several forest sites. 
Note: Some authorities split this species into Green Malkoha, C. australis that occurs in East and Southern Africa and Blue 

Malkoha, C. aereus that we saw and occurs in West and Central Africa. Clements does not as yet accept this split. 
Black Coucal      Centropus grillii 
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One of these striking birds was seen briefly in the grasslands en route from Loango NP to Omboue. 

Gabon Coucal Centropus anselli 

This species was heard on several occasions in Ivindo NP. 

Blue-headed Coucal     Centropus monachus 

The commonest coucal in Gabon, seen near Libreville with further sightings in Loango NP. 

Senegal Coucal     Centropus senegalensis 

A couple was seen at Lekoni. 

 

Typical Owls Strigidae 

Sandy Scops-Owl     Otus icterorhynchus 

One was heard calling in Ivindo NP. 

Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

A pair was seen at Lekoni. 

Pel’s Fishing-Owl     Scotopelia peli 

One of these impressive owls was seen during a boat trip in Loango NP. 

Vermiculated Fishing Owl    Scotopelia bouvieri 

Two of these elusive owls were seen in Loango NP, one allowing superb views for everyone. 

African Wood-Owl     Strix woodfordii 

One was seen in Ivindo NP. 

Marsh Owl      Asio capensis 

One was seen hunting over the grasslands at Lekoni. 

 

Nightjars & Allies  Caprimulgidae 

Fiery-necked Nightjar     Caprimulgus pectoralis 

One was seen well at Lekoni. 

Swamp Nightjar     Caprimulgus natalensis 

We enjoyed wonderful views of several at Lope Hotel. 

Bates’ Nightjar     Caprimulgus batesi 

We enjoyed superb views of one in Loango NP. 

Long-tailed Nightjar     Caprimulgus climacurus 

We had a good sighting of three of these beautiful birds at Lekoni. 

Square-tailed Nightjar     Caprimulgus fossii 

We enjoyed scope views of one of these cryptic birds in Loango NP. 

Pennant-winged Nightjar    Macrodipteryx vexillarius 

We had good views of a male and two females at Lekoni. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

Mottled Spinetail     Telacanthura ussheri 

We found ten en route from Libreville to Lope NP. 

Black Spinetail      Telacanthura melanopygia 

We were very fortunate to find five in Ivindo NP, a rare spinetail. 

Sabine's Spinetail     Rhaphidura sabini 

We had great views of up to twenty in Lope NP and a further dozen in Loango NP. 

Cassin’s Spinetail     Neafrapus cassini 

Good numbers were seen in both Ivindo and Loango NP’s. 

African Palm-Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

Plentiful throughout the tour, especially near palms. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

The common urban swift throughout the country. 

Horus Swift      Apus horus 
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Two were seen en route from Lekoni to Franceville. 

White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 

One was seen at the Lope Hotel. 

Bates’ Swift      Apus batesi 

A flock of fifteen was seen in Lope NP. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 

Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

Not as common as elsewhere in Africa but nonetheless encountered regularly in open and secondary 

habitat. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 

Narina Trogon      Apaloderma narina 

Two of these splendid birds were seen in Ivindo NP. 

Bare-cheeked Trogon     Apaloderma aequatoriale 

A spectacular male was seen in Loango NP. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Shining-blue Kingfisher    Alcedo quadribrachys 

Our first sighting was the briefest of views en route from Libreville to Lope NP. Later we enjoyed a 

phenomenal thirty-three on a boat trip in Loango NP. 

Malachite Kingfisher     Alcedo cristata 

We recorded this species in good numbers in Loango NP. 

White-bellied Kingfisher    Alcedo leucogaster 

Three of these spectacular birds were seen well during a boat trip in Loango NP. 

African Pygmy-Kingfisher    Ispidina (Ceyx) picta 

This beautiful little bird was seen en route from Lekoni to Franceville. 

Chocolate-backed Kingfisher    Halcyon badia 

We had superb views of one in Lope NP and another in Ivindo NP. 

Gray-headed (Chestnut-bellied) Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala 

Yet another stunning kingfisher, we found five in Lope NP. 

Woodland Kingfisher     Halcyon senegalensis 

Fairly common in open habitat throughout the tour. 

Blue-breasted Kingfisher    Halcyon malimbica 

We had superb views of this forest species in Loango NP. 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

Small numbers were seen daily in the Lekoni area. 

Striped Kingfisher     Halcyon chelicuti 

We found one at Lekoni. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

The Goliath of the kingfisher world. Up to eight seen daily in Loango NP. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

The world’s commonest kingfisher was seen in small numbers at several sites on the tour. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

Black Bee-eater     Merops gularis 

We enjoyed fantastic views at several sites including superb scope views in Ivindo NP. 

White-fronted Bee-eater    Merops bullockoides 

Up to twenty seen at Lekoni. 

Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus 
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Up to ten seen daily at Lekoni. 

Blue-breasted Bee-eater    Merops variegates 

This beauty was seen commonly in Lope and Loango NP’s. 

Black-headed Bee-eater    Merops breweri 

The toughest of the African bee-eaters and we were treated to great scope views of a pair en route from 

Lekoni to Franceville with further sightings in Loango NP. 

Rosy Bee-eater      Merops malimbicus 

We enjoyed great scope views of this magnificent bird at Lekoni and again in Loango NP. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

Up to three were seen daily in the Lekoni area. 

Blue-throated Roller     Eurystomus gularis 

One was seen during the drive from Lope NP to Ivindo NP. 

 

Woodhoopoes  Phoeniculidae 

Black Scimitar-bill (Woodhoopoe)   Rhinopomastus aterrimus 

We found two in the woodland at Lekoni. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 

White-crested Hornbill    Tockus albocristatus 

We enjoyed a total of seven sightings of this shy forest species. Our best encounters were in Ivindo NP 

where we watched an adult perched in the open for at least a minute. 

Black Dwarf Hornbill     Tockus hartlaubi 

We enjoyed fabulous views of a pair of this rare forest hornbill in Ivindo NP. 

Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill    Tockus camurus 

This normally scarce species was sighted first in Lope NP and later a further three were seen in Ivindo 

NP. 

African Pied Hornbill     Tockus fasciatus 

Common throughout forested areas in Gabon.  

Piping Hornbill     Ceratogymna fistulator 

The commonest hornbill in Gabon with daily sightings in forested habitat. 

White-thighed Hornbill    Ceratogymna albotibialis 

A pair was seen during the drive into Ivindo NP. 

Black-casqued (Wattled-) Hornbill   Ceratogymna atrata 

We enjoyed many sightings throughout the tour with peak numbers of twenty seen daily in Lope NP. 

  

Barbets  Capitonidae 

Naked-faced Barbet     Gymnobucco calvus 

Small numbers were seen daily in Lope NP. 

Bristle-nosed Barbet     Gymnobucco peli 

We had good views of a pair en route to Ivindo NP. 

Gray-throated Barbet     Gymnobucco bonapartei 

We enjoyed a good sighting of a pair in Lope NP. 

Speckled Tinkerbird     Pogoniulus scolopaceus 

A scruffy, bird in forests and forest edge. We found several in Lope NP. 

Red-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus atroflavus 

We enjoyed excellent scope views of one en route from Lekoni to Franceville. 

Yellow-throated Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus subsulphureus 

Commonly heard and one seen in Ivindo NP. 
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Yellow (Golden) -rumped Tinkerbird   Pogoniulus bilineatus 

A common forest-edge species. Small numbers were seen in Lope NP and at Lekoni. 

Yellow-spotted Barbet     Buccanodon duchaillui 

A rather beautiful Barbet, heard at several forested sites and we obtained great views of one en route 

from Lekoni to Franceville. 

Hairy-breasted Barbet     Tricholaema hirsuta 

This forest barbet was seen well in Ivindo NP. 

Black-backed Barbet     Lybius minor 

We had superb scope views of a pair at Lekoni. 

Double-toothed Barbet    Lybius bidentatus 

We had great views of several at Lekoni. 

Yellow-billed Barbet     Trachyphonus purpuratus 

This elusive and stunning forest barbet was seen first in Lope NP with a further sighting in Ivindo NP. 

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 

Greater Honeyguide     Indicator indicator 

We found one at Lekoni. 

Willcock’s Honeyguide    Indicator willcocksi 

We had superb views of two in Lope NP and a further one en route from Lekoni to Franceville. 

Lyre-tailed Honeyguide    Melichneutes robustus 

We heard one calling in Lope NP. 

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 
Red-throated Wryneck    Jynx ruficollis 

We enjoyed great views of one at Lekoni. 

Green-backed Woodpecker    Campethera cailliautii 

Our first sightings were in Lope NP with further views of several at Lekoni. 

Brown-eared Woodpecker    Campethera caroli 

We found small numbers daily in Ivindo NP. 

Cardinal Woodpecker     Dendropicos fuscescens 

Our first sighting was of one at Lope NP with further sightings at Lekoni.  

Gabon Woodpecker     Dendropicos gabonenis 

We found one in Lope NP and another en route from Lekoni to Franceville. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split from the Upper Guinea form - Melancholy Woodpecker D.lugubris. 

Yellow-crested Woodpecker    Dendropicos xantholophus 

A pair was seen in Ivindo NP. 

 

Broadbills  Eurylaimidae 
African Broadbill     Smithornis capensis 

We enjoyed superb views of two at Lekoni. 

Rufous-sided Broadbill    Smithornis rufolateralis 

We had superb views of a displaying male in Ivindo NP, one of the many highlights of the trip. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra Africana 

Small numbers were seen daily in the Lekoni area. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split as Malbrandt’s Lark. M.malbranti. Clements does not as yet accept this split. 

Flappet Lark      Mirafra rufacinnamomea 

We found several daily in the Lekoni area. 
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Swallows  Hirundinidae 

African River Martin     Pseudochelidon eurystomina 

We were very fortunate to see a small flock flying over the river in Loango NP. 

Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

We found small numbers daily in the Lekoni area. 

Gray-rumped Swallow    Pseudohirundo griseopyga 

Up to fifty seen daily in Loango NP. 

Angola Swallow     Hirundo angolensis 

Two were seen during the drive from Franceville to Lekoni. 

White-throated Blue Swallow    Hirundo nigrita 

Small numbers seen at scattered sites throughout the trip with peak numbers of a dozen seen in Loango 

NP. 

Lesser Striped-Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

A widespread African swallow that is fairly common in Gabon. We found small numbers almost daily 

throughout the country. 

Rufous-chested Swallow    Cecropis semirufa 

Our first sighting was of two during the drive from Libreville to Lope NP with a further sighting of four 

during the drive from Lekoni to Franceville. 

Red-throated Cliff Swallow    Petrochelidon rufigula 

Up to twenty seen daily at Lekoni. 

Square-tailed Sawwing    Psalidoprocne nitens 

Our first sighting was of up to forty during the drive from Libreville to Lope NP with further sightings 

in Ivindo NP. 

Black Sawwing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Small numbers were seen daily in Lope NP and Lekoni. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
African Pied Wagtail     Motacilla aguimp 

A common and familiar African bird, we saw small numbers daily in Lope NP. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw    Macronyx croceus 

We found several in Lope NP, Lekoni and Loango NP. 

Woodland Pipit     Anthus nyassae 

We had great scope views of one at Lekoni. 

Plain-backed Pipit     Anthus leucophrys 

Up to eight were seen daily in the Lekoni area. 

Long-legged Pipit     Anthus pallidiventris 

Our first sightings were around the Lope Hotel with further sightings at Lekoni and in Loango NP. 

Short-tailed Pipit     Anthus brachyurus 

We had good views of two at Lekoni. 

 

Cuckoo-shrikes  Campephagidae 
Blue Cuckooshrike     Coracina azurea 

We had wonderful views of two in Lope NP with further sightings in Ivindo NP. 

Petit’s Cuckooshrike     Campephaga petiti 

We found 2 birds in the Lekoni area. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

 

Common Bulbul     Pycnonotus barbatus 

A ubiquitous species and recorded on many days of the trip. 
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NOTE: Another very confusing polytypic species complex. Several Asian and African forms have already been recognized as 

distinct species within the super-species. 

Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 

Commonly seen daily in the Lekoni area. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split from Common Bulbul. Clements does not as yet accept this split. 
Little Greenbul     Andropadus virens 

This, the commonest forest edge greenbul was heard at several forest sites. 

Ansorge’s Greenbul     Andropadus ansorgei 

We heard this species in Lope NP. 

Plain Greenbul     Andropadus curvirostris 

Seen daily in small numbers in Lope NP. 

Slender-billed Greenbul    Andropadus gracilirostris 

The common greenbul of forest canopy, we found small numbers in Lope and Ivindo NP’s. 

Yellow-whiskered Greenbul    Andropadus latirostris 

A greenbul of forest undergrowth and mid-storey, we had good sightings of small numbers daily in 

Ivindo NP. 

Golden Greenbul     Calyptocichla serina 

Up to five seen daily in Lope NP. 

Honeyguide Greenbul     Baeopogon indicator 

We found two in Lope NP. 

Spotted Greenbul     Ixonotus guttatus 

Seen on several occasions with peak numbers of twenty seen during the drive from Franceville to 

Lekoni. 

Simple Greenbul     Chlorocichla simplex 

We found one in Lope NP. 

Yellow-throated Greenbul    Chlorocichla flavicollis 

A total of six were seen around the Lope Hotel. 

Swamp Greenbul     Thescelocichla leucopleura 

Small numbers were recorded in Lope and Loango NP’s. 

Leaflove      Phyllastrephus scandens 

We found a pair in gallery forest in Loango NP. 

Icterine Greenbul     Phyllastrephus icterinus 

Small numbers were recorded in Lope and Ivindo NP’s. 

Xavier’s Greenbul     Phyllastrephus xavieri 

Very similar to the previous species but with a different call, we had great views of small numbers daily 

in Ivindo NP. 
Common (Red-tailed) Bristlebill   Bleda syndactyla 

Two were seen in Ivindo NP. 

Lesser Bristlebill     Bleda notata 

We enjoyed great views of several in Ivindo NP. 
NOTE: The Green-tailed Bristlebill complex is often split into 3 species, Lesser Bristlebill, Bleda notatus which occurs in West 

Africa and is the one we observed, Green-tailed Bristlebill, B.eximius which occurs in the Upper Guinea area and Yellow-eyed 

Bristlebill, B.ugandae which occurs in Uganda and the DRC. 

Yellow-throated Nicator    Nicator vireo 

We enjoyed great views of one obliging bird en route from Franceville to Lekoni. 

Red-tailed Greenbul     Criniger calurus 

We found several in Lope NP. 

Eastern-bearded Greenbul    Criniger chloronotus 

We enjoyed great views of one in Ivindo NP. 

White-bearded Greenbul    Criniger ndussumensis 

We found small numbers daily in Ivindo NP. 

Black-collared Bulbul     Neolestes torquatus 
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Up to seven were seen daily in the Lekoni area. 

 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 
Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush     Neocossyphus fraseri 

We enjoyed several sightings in Ivindo NP. 

Red-tailed Ant-Thrush    Neocossyphus rufus 

We had good views of three in Ivindo NP. 
African Thrush     Turdus pelios 

This is a fairly common bird in Gabon. We obtained views at many sites often in anthropogenic habitat. 

Brown-chested Alethe     Alethe poliocephala 

We enjoyed excellent views of this understorey skulker in Ivindo NP. 

Fire-crested Alethe     Alethe diademata 

We had great views in Ivindo NP especially around ant swarms. At least 4 were seen here. 
NOTE: The East African form is sometimes split from the nominate White-tailed Alethe of West Africa, becoming A. castanea. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Whistling Cisticola     Cisticola lateralis 

We found one in Lope NP. 

Chattering Cisticola     Cisticola anonymus 

A secondary growth and scrub species, our first sighting was of one en route from Libreville to Lope 

NP with further sightings in Ivindo NP. 

Gray Cisticola      Cisticola rufilatus 

After much effort we were fortunate to have good views of two at Lekoni. 

Winding Cisticola     Cisticola galactotes 

We found several in Loango NP. 

Croaking Cisticola     Cisticola natalensis 

We found one in Lope NP and another at Lekoni. 

Piping Cisticola     Cisticola fulvicapillus 

We had wonderful sightings of a pair at Lekoni. 

Siffling Cisticola     Cisticola brachypterus 

We had good views of two in Lope NP and a further two at Lekoni. 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

A total of four were seen in Loango NP. 

Cloud-scraping (Dambo) Cisticola   Cisticola dambo 

We found two at Lekoni. 

Pectoral-patch Cisticola    Cisticola brunnescens 

We enjoyed great views of two near Lope Hotel. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia     Prinia subflava 

Another noisy and familiar African warbler, we recorded this species in small numbers in Lope NP and 

at Lekoni. 

White-chinned Prinia     Prinia (Schistolais) leucopogon 

This confiding, gregarious species was observed at Lope NP and Lekoni. 

Banded Prinia      Prinia bairdii 

This snappy looking bird showed very well in Ivindo NP. 

Black-capped Apalis     Apalis nigriceps 

A canopy apalis, we heard one in Ivindo NP. 

Buff-throated Apalis     Apalis rufogularis 

We had a superb sighting of two in Lope NP. 

Green-backed (Gray-backed) Camaroptera  Camaroptera brachyura 

One was seen near Lope Hotel. 
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NOTE: Most authorities now recognize the nominate green-backed forms of this widespread African warbler as distinct from 

the grey-backed forms C. brevicaudata. We encountered the grey-backed form in Cameroon. Clements still lumps these two 

groups.  

Yellow-browed Camaroptera    Camaroptera superciliaris 

This handsome warbler was seen in Lope NP. 

Olive-green Camaroptera    Camaroptera chloronota 

We had brief views of one in Lope NP. 

 

Old World Warblers  Sylviidae 
Ja River Scrub-Warbler    Bradypterus grandis 

A very localized species, we enjoyed incredible views of small numbers daily in Ivindo NP. 

Salvadori’s Eremomela    Eremomela salvadorii 

We had superb views of a flock of three feeding in a mixed species flock at Lekoni. A rare, localized 

and seldom seen species. 

Greencap Eremomela     Eremomela scotops 

We had great views of several at Lekoni. 

Rufous-crowned Eremomela    Eremomela badiceps 

We found a group of four in the gallery forest at Lekoni. 

Green Crombec     Sylvietta virens 

The commonest and most widespread forest crombec, though small and inconspicuous (except by call). 

We saw it on many occasions with superb sightings in Lope NP. 

Yellow Longbill     Macrosphenus flavicans 

A real skulker, we heard it in Ivindo NP and again en route from Lekoni to Franceville. 

Gray Longbill      Macrosphenus concolor 

Another secretive species that was heard daily in Ivindo NP. 

Green Hylia      Hylia prasina 

Its “HEE-lia!” call was one of the common background sounds at the forest sites and we saw two in 

Ivindo NP. 

Violet-backed Hyliota     Hyliota violacea 

We found a pair of these beautiful birds during the drive from Franceville to Lekoni. 

Fan-tailed Grassbird     Schoenicola brevirostris 

We had great views of one in Loango NP. 

 

Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Pale Flycatcher     Bradornis pallidus 

We found small numbers daily in the Lekoni area. 

African Forest-Flycatcher    Fraseria ocreata 

We had great sightings of several en route from Franceville to Lekoni and later many in Loango NP. 

White-browed Forest-Flycatcher   Fraseria cinerascens 

We had superb sightings of one in Ivindo NP and a further sighting in Loango NP. 

Sooty Flycatcher     Muscicapa infuscata 

We found two in Lope NP and a further three during the drive from Franceville to Lekoni. 

Yellow-footed Flycatcher    Muscicapa sethsmithi 

We enjoyed wonderful views of a pair in Ivindo NP. 

Dusky-blue Flycatcher     Muscicapa comitata 

We had a good sighting of one in Lope NP. 

Cassin's (Gray) Flycatcher    Muscicapa cassini 

A sprightly bird restricted to the vicinity of water, often hawking insects directly above it. We had great 

sightings of many in Loango NP. 

Gray-throated Tit-Flycatcher    Myioparus griseigularis 

Several were heard in Ivindo NP. 
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Gray Tit-Flycatcher     Myioparus plumbeus 

We had good views of one in the garden of Lope Hotel. 

Forest Robin      Stiphrornis erythrothorax 

This is a shy species and we enjoyed stunning views of 2 in Ivindo NP. 
NOTE: This species has been split into as many as four species. The ones we observed would become Gabon Forest Robin 

S.gabonensis. Clements does not accept these splits. 
Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis 

We heard one calling at Lekoni. 

Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat    Cossypha niveicapilla 

One was seen in Loango NP. 

Red-backed Scrub-Robin    Cercotrichas leucophrys 

We heard several at Lekoni. 

African (Common) Stonechat    Saxicola torquata 

This widespread species was seen at several sites with good daily sightings of up to six in Loango NP. 

Congo Moor Chat     Myrmecocichla tholloni 

A striking bird and we found up to twenty daily in the Lekoni area. 

Sooty Chat      Myrmecocichla nigra 

A common species in the Lekoni area. 

 

Wattle-eyes  Platysteiridae 
Black-and-white (Vanga) Shrike-flycatcher  Bias musicus 

This characterful, hammer-headed flycatcher was observed en route from Libreville to Lope NP where 

we found a pair nest building. 

Brown-throated (Common) Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea 

The most frequently encountered Wattle-eye on our trip with sightings in Lope NP, Loango NP and 

Lekoni. 

Chestnut Wattle-eye     Platysteira castanea 

Small numbers were seen daily during our stay in Ivindo NP. 

White-spotted Wattle-eye    Platysteira tonsa 

We had good views of three in Lope NP. 

Yellow-bellied Wattle-eye    Platysteira concreta 

Another stunning and restless bird, we had a mind-blowing encounter with a family group of three in 

Ivindo NP. 

Chinspot Batis      Batis molitor 

We had good views of one at Lekoni. 

Angola Batis      Batis minulla 

A pair was seen exceptionally well in the gallery forest at Lekoni. 

 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
Chestnut-capped Flycatcher    Erythrocercus mccallii 

We had good views of several daily in Ivindo NP. 

Dusky-crested Flycatcher    Elminia nigromitrata 

We had superb views of a pair in the understorey in Ivindo NP. 

Blue-headed Crested-Flycatcher (Monarch)  Trochocercus nitens 

This species was seen very well in Ivindo NP. 

Bates’ Paradise-Flycatcher    Terpsiphone batesi 

Up to four were seen daily in Ivindo NP. 

African Paradise-Flycatcher    Terpsiphone viridis 

We enjoyed good views of several in Lope and Loango NP’s.  
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Babblers  Timaliidae 
Blackcap Illadopsis     Illadopsis cleaveri 

We heard this species in Ivindo NP. 

Pale-breasted Illadopsis    Illadopsis rufipennis 

Two birds were seen in the forest understorey in Ivindo NP. 
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

African Yellow White-eye    Zosterops senegalensis 

We had great views of a pair from our camp in Ivindo NP. 

 

Chickadees & Tits  Paridae 
White-shouldered Black Tit    Melaniparus guineensis 

We found three in the woodland at Lekoni. 
NOTE: Most authorities split this complex into 2 full species. The nominate dark-eyed M. l. leucomelas remains White-winged 

Black-Tit and the more northern and western yellow-eyed M. l. guineensis (the form we recorded in Gabon) becomes White-

shouldered Black-Tit. Clements has recently recognized this split. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 

Scarlet-tufted (Frasers’) Sunbird   Deleornis (Anthreptes) fraseri 

A confusing species that often looks more like a greenbul than a sunbird. We had many sightings in 

Ivindo NP. 
NOTE: The species is sometimes lumped with the East African Gray-headed Sunbird D. axillarus. 

Violet-tailed Sunbird     Anthreptes aurantium 

We enjoyed good sightings of two pairs in Loango NP. 

Little Green Sunbird     Anthreptes seimundi 

Small numbers were seen daily in Ivindo NP. 

Green Sunbird      Anthreptes rectirostris 

This species was seen commonly in Ivindo NP. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split into two forms, the Eastern Gray-chinned Sunbird A. tephrolaemus and the nominate 

Western Yellow-chinned Sunbird.  

Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna (Anthreptes) collaris 

This is a very widespread species on the continent. Commonly encountered in the gardens of Lope 

Hotel. 

Reichenbach’s Sunbird    Anabathmis reichenbachii 

We saw this species at two sites. Our first sightings were of several in Lope NP with further sightings in 

Loango NP. 

Green-headed Sunbird    Cyanomitra (Nectarinia) verticalis 

We had superb sightings of a male at Lope Hotel. 

Blue-throated Brown Sunbird    Cyanomitra (Nectarinia) cyanolaema 

This forest sunbird was seen once in Loango NP 

Western Olive Sunbird    Cyanomitra (Nectarinia) obscura 

Seen daily in small numbers in Lope and Loango NP’s. 
NOTE: The Olive-Sunbird species complex has been split into two full species by Clements and other authorities, namely the 

nominate Eastern Olive-Sunbird C. olivacea and the form which we recorded in Cameroon, Western Olive-Sunbird. There has 

been a review of this split and several authorities are in doubt of the validity, which is based upon the presence, or lack there-

of, of pectoral tufts in the females of the various subspecies within the complex. 

Carmelite Sunbird     Chalcomitra fuliginosa 

This rather striking sunbird, restricted to coastal areas, was first seen at our hotel in Libreville with 

further sightings in Loango NP. 

Green-throated Sunbird    Chalcomitra rubescens 
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Our first sighting was of two at the Lope Hotel with further sightings of one each at Ivindo NP and 

Lekoni. 

Amethyst Sunbird     Chalcomitra amethystina 

A superb male was seen at Lekoni. 

Olive-bellied Sunbird     Cinnyris (Nectarinia) chloropygius 

This is a typical forest edge species, seen at Lope NP, Ivindo NP and Lekoni. 

Tiny Sunbird      Cinnyris minullus 

One was seen in Ivindo NP. 

Johanna’s Sunbird     Cinnyris (Nectarinia) johannae 

One was seen in Lope NP. 

Superb Sunbird     Cinnyris (Nectarinia) superbus 

Small numbers seen daily at Lope NP. 

Copper Sunbird     Cinnyris (Nectarinia) cuprea 

Small numbers were seen daily in Lope NP and the Lekoni area. 

 

Old World Orioles  Oriolidae 

Western Black-headed Oriole    Oriolus brachyrhynchus 

Small numbers were seen daily in Ivindo NP. 

Black-winged Oriole     Oriolus nigripennis 

We found two during our time in Lope NP. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

Souza’s Shrike      Lanius souzae 

We heard one calling at Lekoni. 

Mackinnon's Shrike (Fiscal)    Lanius mackinnoni 

We found a single bird at Lope Hotel. 

Common Fiscal     Lanius collaris 

A widespread species but not encountered often on our tour, we encountered small numbers daily at 

Lekoni. 

 

Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 

Northern Puffback     Dryoscopus gambensis 

Several were seen in the Lekoni area. 

Red-eyed Puffback     Dryoscopus senegalensis 

This bird was seen very well in Lope NP with further sightings en route from Franceville to Lekoni. 

Large-billed Puffback     Dryoscopus sabini 

We enjoyed good views of two in Ivindo NP. 

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegala 

The most widely distributed tchagra was seen well at Lekoni. 

Luehder’s Bush Shrike    Laniarius luehderi 

This species was heard on several occasions and seen well in Lope NP. 

Gabon Boubou Laniarius bicolor 

We heard several calling in Loango NP. 

Gray-green Bushshrike    Telophorus bocagei 

We had great views of one in the gallery forest at Lekoni. 

Four-colored Bushshrike    Telophorus viridis 

One of these shy forest birds was seen briefly in gallery forest at Lekoni. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split from Gorgeous Bushshrike T.quadricolor and is called Perrin’s Bushshrike T.viridis, 

which we observed. Clements does not as yet accept this split. 

Fiery-breasted Bushshrike    Malaconotus cruentus 
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This is another very scarce and seldom recorded species. We had brief views of one en route from 

Franceville to Lekoni and later fantastic views of a pair on the return journey. 

 

Helmetshrikes & Allies  Prionopidae 

Rufous-bellied Helmetshrike    Prionops rufiventris 

A flock of seven was seen very well in Ivindo NP. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 

Square-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus ludwigii 

We located 2 in gallery forest in Lope NP and a further one at Lekoni. 

Shining Drongo     Dicrurus atripennis 

This forest interior drongo was seen daily in Ivindo NP. 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

A familiar, ubiquitous bird. Small numbers were seen at Lekoni. 

Velvet-mantled Drongo    Dicrurus coracinus 

This recently split forest equivalent of the Fork-tailed Drongo was found in Lope NP. 
NOTE: Older versions of Clements lump this species within Fork-tailed Drongo D. adsimilis but the split has been recognized 

in recent Clements updates. 

 

Crows, Jays & Magpies  Corvidae 

 
Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

A common and familiar crow, recorded in small numbers in the Lekoni area. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 

 
Splendid Glossy-Starling    Lamprotornis splendidus 

This spectacular, large starling was seen during the drive from Libreville to Lope NP with scattered 

sightings elsewhere. 

Purple-headed Starling    Lamprotornis purpureiceps 

Seen at virtually all forested sites. 

Violet-backed (Plum-coloured) Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

This stunning bird was seen in small flocks daily at Lekoni. 

Chestnut-winged Starling    Onychognathus hartlaubi 

One was seen during the drive from Franceville to Lekoni. 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker    Buphagus africanus 

Three of these smart birds were seen on a Forest Buffalo in Lope NP. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
 

(Northern) Gray-headed Sparrow   Passer griseus 

Fairly common in Libreville and the Lekoni area. 
NOTE: The Gray-headed Sparrow complex P. griseus has been split into five full species with the Cameroonian  form being 

retaining in the nominate grouping with the same nomenclature. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
 
Black-chinned Weaver    Ploceus nigrimentum 

We enjoyed two separate sightings of this rare species at Lekoni. 
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Slender-billed Weaver     Ploceus pelzelni 

We saw one on a river island in Loango NP. 
Loango Weaver     Ploceus subpersonatus 

We had good views of one on a river island in Loango NP. 
Black-necked Weaver     Ploceus nigricollis 

This snappy-looking weaver of forest edge was seen at Lope NP and Lekoni. 

Orange Weaver     Ploceus aurantius 

Up to eight were seen daily around the Lope Hotel. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

This is one of Gabon’s most conspicuous birds, with large colonies found in many towns. 
NOTE: This widespread African complex is also a candidate for multi-species splitting and the nominate subspecies which we 

recorded in Cameroon will remain within the nominate Village Weaver P. cucullatus group. These splits are not as yet 

recognized by Clements. 

Vieillot's (Black) Weaver    Ploceus nigerrimus 

Flocks of this beautiful species were noted at several localities with peak numbers of one hundred in 

Lope NP. 

Yellow-mantled Weaver    Ploceus tricolor 

We found one in a mixed species flock in Lope NP. 

Maxwell’s Black Weaver    Ploceus albinucha 

Two were seen in primary forest in Ivindo NP, a rare forest weaver. 

Yellow-capped Weaver    Ploceus dorsomaculatus 

We had fantastic scope views of a pair in Ivindo NP, one of the rarest and little known weavers in 

Africa ! 

Compact Weaver     Pachyphantes superciliosus 

We enjoyed great views of several in Lope NP. 

Black-throated (Cassin’s) Malimbe   Malimbus cassini 

We had wonderful views of four in Lope NP and a further five during the drive from Franceville to 

Lekoni. 

Rachel’s Malimbe     Maimbus racheliae 

A rare and seldom recorded species of lowland forest, we were fortunate to find a couple in 

Ivindo NP. 
Gray’s (Blue-billed) Malimbe    Malimbus nitens 

A secretive species that forages in thick tangles, we found a total of 3 in Ivindo NP, an uncommon 

interior species. 

Crested Malimbe     Malimbus malimbicus 

This is a fairly common species and was seen in small numbers in Lope NP. 

Red-headed Malimbe     Malimbus rubricollis 

Small numbers were seen daily in Ivindo NP. 
Red-headed Quelea     Quelea erythrops 

We had good views of three during the drive from Libreville to Lope NP. 

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

We saw a single bird in Lope NP. 

Yellow-shouldered Widowbird   Euplectes macrocercus 

We had good views of several in Lope NP. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Woodhouse’s Antpecker    Parmoptila woodhousei 

Several were seen in mixed species flocks in Ivindo NP and a further five in Loango NP. 

White-breasted Negrofinch    Nigrita fusconota 

Three were seen in Lope NP and a further one en route from Franceville to Lekoni. 

Pale-fronted Negrofinch    Nigrita luteifrons 
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Small numbers were seen daily in Ivindo NP. 

Gray-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch   Nigrita canicapilla 

Small numbers were seen in Lope NP. 

Black-bellied Seedcracker    Pyrenestes ostrinus 

We enjoyed spectacular views of a male en route from Libreville to Lope NP and further sightings in 

Lope NP. 

Western Bluebill     Spermophaga haematina 

A remarkably beautiful bird. We were treated to great views of several in Lope NP and again in Ivindo 

NP. 

Fawn-breasted Waxbill    Estrilda paludicola 

Up to thirty were seen daily in the Lekoni area. 

Orange-cheeked Waxbill    Estrilda melpoda 

Small numbers were seen daily in Lope and Ivindo NP’s. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Africa’s most widespread waxbill was observed in Ivindo and Loango NP’s. 

Red-billed Quailfinch     Ortygospiza gabonensis 

Up to forty were seen daily around Lope Hotel with further sightings in Loango NP. 

Bronze Mannikin     Spermestes cucullatus 

We found this to be a ubiquitous species in scrub in most areas. 

Black-and-white Mannikin    Spermestes bicolor 

Our first sighting was of a small flock en route from Libreville to Lope. A further flock was seen in 

Lope NP. 
NOTE: This complex may be split two-ways, the southern and eastern Brown-backed Mannikin L. nigriceps and the northern 

and western nominate group, which would remain as Black-and-white Mannikin. The latter is the form we recorded in 

Cameroon. Clements does not as yet recognize this split. 

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

This familiar bird, which parasitises small seedeaters, was seen in Lope NP. 

 

Siskins, Crossbills & Allies  Fringillidae 

Black-faced Canary     Serinus capistrata 

We had outstanding views of a pair in Lope NP. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Serinus mozambicus 

This species was commonly seen in the Lekoni area. 

 

Buntings Emberizidae 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting    Emberiza tahapisi 

We found one at Lekoni. 

Cabanis’ Bunting     Emberiza cabanisi 

Three of these beautiful broad-leafed woodland birds were seen at Lekoni. 

 

 

Annotated List of Bird Species recorded on the islands of 

Sao Tome & Principe 

 

White-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon lepturus 
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We enjoyed marvelous sightings of up to twenty-seven individuals in a day during our boat trip to the 

south of the island of Sao Tome. Several more were seen during a boat trip to the Tinhosas islands off 

Principe. 

Brown Booby      Sula leucogaster 

At least two hundred were seen at the Tinhosas islands including many nesting. 

Long-tailed Cormorant    Phalacrocorax africanus 

Several were seen on Sao Tome. 

Western Reef Heron     Egretta gularis 

Commonly encountered on both Sao Tome and Principe. 

Cattle Egret      Bubulcus ibis 

Several were recorded on both Sao Tome and Principe. 

Striated Heron      Butorides striata 

Small numbers were seen daily on Sao Tome and Principe. 

Olive Ibis      Bostrychia olivacea 

We enjoyed fantastic scope views of one on Sao Tome. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes split as Dwarf Olive Ibis B.bocagei. Clements does not accept this split. 

Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

We had great views of up to twenty daily on Sao Tome and small numbers on Principe. 
NOTE: Many authorities treat the resident African subspecies of this raptor, which we observed as a separate species, Yellow-

billed Kite M. parasitus. Clements does not as yet accept this split. 
Harlequin Quail     Coturnix delegorguei 

A total of eight were seen on Sao Tome. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

One was seen on Principe. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Several were seen on Principe. 

Sooty Tern      Sterna fuscata 

An estimated one thousand were seen around the Tinhosas islands. 

Black Noddy      Anous minutus 

We enjoyed great views of at least thirty at the Tinhosas islands. 

Brown Noddy      Anous stolidus 

We had fantastic views of three hundred around the Tinhosas islands. 

Rock Pigeon      Columba livia 

Small numbers were seen on the islands of Sao Tome and Principe. 

Maroon Pigeon     Columba thomensis 

We had great views of four of these scarce birds in the remote south part of the island of Sao Tome. 

Sao Tome (Bronze-naped) Pigeon   Columba malherbii 

We had good views of three in the remote south part of Sao Tome. 

Forest Dove      Columba simplex 

We had good sightings of up to twenty daily on Sao Tome and a further three on Principe. 
NOTE: This species is sometimes lumped with Lemon Dove C.larvata. Clements does accept this split. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Up to twenty were seen near our hotel on Sao Tome. 

Sao Tome Green Pigeon    Treron sanctithomae 

Up to ten were seen daily in the south part of Sao Tome. 

African Green Pigeon     Treron calva 

Up to thirty seen daily on Principe. 

Red-headed Lovebird     Agapornis pullarius 

Up to eight seen daily on Sao Tome. 

Gray Parrot      Psittacus erithacus 

We had good views of eight on Principe. 
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Sao Tome Scops-Owl     Otus hartlaubi 

We had superb views of one at our camp on the south part of Sao Tome. 

Sao Tome Spinetail     Zoonavena thomensis 

Small numbers were seen daily on Sao Tome and a further five on Principe. 

African Palm-Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

Small numbers seen on Sao Tome and Principe. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Small numbers seen on Sao Tome and Principe. 

Sao Tome Kingfisher     Alcedo thomensis 

Up to four seen daily on Sao Tome. 
NOTE: Some authorities treat this form as a separate species from Malachite Kingfisher A.cristata. Clements does not as yet 

accept this split. 
Principe Kingfisher     Alcedo nais 

We had wonderful views of three on Principe including one eating a lizard. 
NOTE: Some authorities treat this form as a separate species from White-bellied Kingfisher A. leucogaster. Clements does not 

as yet accept this split. 
Blue-breasted Kingfisher    Halcyon malimbica 

A total of five were seen on Principe. 

Olivaceous Thrush     Turdus olivaceofuscus 

Up to ten seen daily on Sao Tome, more commonly seen on the south of the island. 

Sao Tome Prinia     Prinia molleri 

This unusual prinia with a bizarre display flight was seen commonly on Sao Tome. 

Bocage’s Longbill (Sao Tome Shorttail)  Amaurocichla bocagei 

We had good views of two on the south part of Sao Tome. 

Dohrn’s Thrush-Babbler    Horizorhinus dohrni 

This striking species was seen very well on several occasions on Principe. 

Sao Tome Paradise-Flycatcher   Terpsiphone atrochalybeia 

This stunning species was seen in small numbers daily on Sao Tome. 

Principe Sunbird     Anabathmis hartlaubii 

We had superb views of five of this smart endemic on Principe. 

Newton’s Sunbird     Anabathmis newtonii 

Up to six seen daily on Sao Tome, one of the commoner endemics around town. 

Sao Tome (Giant) Sunbird    Dreptes thomensis 

We enjoyed superb views of three in the remote south part of Sao Tome. 

Western Olive Sunbird    Cyanomitra obscura 

We saw two on Principe. 

Black-capped Speirops    Speirops lugubris 

This striking species was seen in small flocks daily on Sao Tome. 

Principe Speirops     Speirops leucophoeus 

We enjoyed good views of ten on Principe. 

Sao Tome (Principe) White-eye   Zosterops ficedulinus 

Only a small flock of four was seen on two occasions in the remote south part of Sao Tome. 

Sao Tome Oriole     Oriolus crassirostris 

Up to three were seen daily in the remote south part of Sao Tome. 

Newton’s (Sao Tome) Fiscal    Lanius newtoni 

We had fantastic views of two of these very smart birds in the remote south part of Sao Tome. 

Velvet-mantled Drongo    Dicrurus modestus 

We had good views of one on Principe. 
NOTE: Some authorities treat this form as a separate species Principe Drongo D.m.modestus. Clements does not as yet accept 

this split. 
Splendid Starling     Lamprotornis splendidus 

At least fifty were seen on Principe. 
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Principe Starling     Lamprotornis ornatus 

Up to twenty were seen on Principe. 

Chestnut-winged Starling    Onychognathus fulgidus 

Small numbers were seen daily in the remote south part of Sao Tome. 
NOTE: Some authorities treat this form as a separate species Sao Tome Chestnut-winged Starling.O.f.fulgidus Clements does 

not as yet accept this split. 
Principe Golden-Weaver    Ploceus princeps 

Up to thirty of this stunning endemic were seen daily around our hotel on Principe. 

Vitelline Masked Weaver    Ploceus vitellinus 

Up to ten were seen daily around the hotel on Sao Tome. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

A flock of ten was seen on Sao Tome. 

Giant Weaver      Ploceus grandis 

Up to five of these impressive birds were seen daily on the remote south part of Sao Tome. 

Sao Tome Weaver     Ploceus sanctithomae 

Up to twenty seen daily in the south part of Sao Tome. 

Red-headed Quelea     Quelea erythrops 

We saw two in some fields near our hotel on Sao Tome. 

Black-winged Bishop     Euplectes hordeaceus 

Up to twenty seen in some fields near our hotel on Sao Tome. 

White-winged Widowbird    Euplectes albonotatus 

Up to twenty seen in some fields near our hotel on Sao Tome. 

Chestnut-breasted Nigrita    Nigrita bicolor 

We had great views of two, one of which was seen at its nest on Principe. 

Blue-breasted Cordonblue (Blue Waxbill)  Uraeginthus angolensis 

We found several around our hotel on Sao Tome. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Up to fifty were seen daily around our hotel on Sao Tome and small numbers were also seen on 

Principe. 

Bronze Mannikin     Spermestes cucullatus 

Up to thirty seen daily around our hotel on Sao Tome. 

Sao Tome Grosbeak     Neospiza concolor 

We had great views of two of these very rare and seldom seen birds in the remote south part of Sao 

Tome. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Serinus mozambicus 

Up to thirty were seen daily around our hotel on Sao Tome. 

Principe Seedeater     Serinus rufobrunneus 

Small numbers were seen daily on Sao Tome. 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded in Gabon 
 

Taxonomy and nomenclature follows that of ‘The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals” by 

Jonathan Kingdon, Academic Press, 1997. 

 

Apes  Hominidae 

Chimpanzee      Pan troglodytes 

Some of us had superb views of one sitting up in a large roadside tree en route from Ivindo to Ivindo 

NP. 

Western Lowland Gorilla    Gorilla gorilla 

We were treated to an amazing total of four hours viewing of two large males (silverbacks) in Ivindo 
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NP. An incredible wildlife experience and undoubtedly one of the highlights of the trip !!! 

 

Cheek-Pouch Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 

Mandrill      Papio sphinx 

Although it was an arduous trek some of the group did manage to see a troop of thirty in Lope NP. 

Red-capped Mangabey    Cercocebus torquatus 

Two small groups were seen in Loango NP. 

Gray-cheeked Mangabey    Cercocebus albigena 

Fairly commonly seen in Ivindo NP with our best sighting of a troop of twenty-five. 

Greater Putty-nosed Monkey    Cercopithecus nictitans 

We had great views of fifteen in Lope NP and a further five in Loango NP. 

Moustached Monkey     Cercopithecus cephus 

We had incredible views of several on two occasions in Loango NP. 

Crowned Guenon     Cercopithecus pogonias 

We were very fortunate to have superb views of one of these beautiful monkeys in Ivindo NP. 

 

Lorisids  Loridae 
Western Needle-clawed Galago   Euoticus elegantulus 

We had good views of three in Loango NP. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 

African Pygmy Squirrel    Myosciurus pumilio 

We had superb views of two of these tiny squirrels in Ivindo NP. 

 

Dogs & Allies  Canidae 

Side-striped Jackal     Canis adustus 

We had good but brief views of one near Lope Hotel. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestidae 

Marsh Mongoose     Atilax paludinosus 

We found one during the drive from Lope NP to Ivindo NP. 

Slender Mongoose     Herpestes sanguinea 

We found one in Lope NP. 

 

Cats  Felidae 
African Golden Cat     Profelis aurata 

We had incredible views of one of these rare cats in Ivindo NP, one of the highlights of the trip ! 

Leopard      Panthera pardus 

We had brief views of one in the late afternoon in Loango NP. 

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 

Western Tree Hyrax     Dendrohyrax dorsalis 

We heard several calling in Ivindo NP. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Red River Hog      Potamochoerus porcus 

Some of the group had brief views of five in Lope NP and later we were treated to great views of a herd 

of nine in Loango NP. 
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Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 

African Buffalo     Syncerus caffer 

A total of seven were seen in Lope NP and later up to fifteen daily in Loango NP. 

Sitatunga      Tragelaphus spekii 

We enjoyed outstanding views of up to twenty daily of these seldom seen mammals in Ivindo NP and 

several others in Loango NP. 

Peters’ Duiker      Cephalophus callipygus 

One was seen briefly in Ivindo NP. 

Yellow-backed Duiker     Cephalophus silvicultor 

We had good but brief views of one crossing the road during our drive into Ivindo NP. 

 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 

African Elephant     Loxodonta africana 

Our first sighting was of five in Lope NP with further sightings in Ivindo NP where we enjoyed 

incredible views of them drinking and bathing at the Bai and finally up to six daily in Loango NP. 

 

Reptile Species recorded in Gabon 

 
Slender-snouted Crocodile    Crocodylus cataphractus 

We had great views of as many as ten in Loango NP. 
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